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5-31-66 UM GRAD ACCEPTED FOR
ARMY BAND POSITION
A 1964 graduate from the University of Montana has decided to take advantage 
of the Army's motto “A Choice Not a Chance."
Thomas R. Kenney, UM School of Music graduate, personally financed a 
trip to Washington D. C. last February to audition for the U. S. Army band. He 
was recently accepted and will leave in June for eight week's basic training 
in Virginia.
Kenney, who lias been teaching music at Stevensville Junior High School, said 
that he auditioned for all four service bands stationed in Washington D. C. He 
will play the clarinet in tiie Army band called "Pershing's Own." Kenney received 
his degree in the clarinet.
After his basic training, Kenney will receive the rank of staff sergeant 
when he joins the band. All the members of the 85 man band hold this rank. He 
will serve with the band for a three year term.
Kenney noted that the Washington band is permanently stationed there and 
is not the field band that travels nine months of the year.
The Washington band is listed as a "White House support agency" and plays 
for White House functions and other official activities. The band also records 
radio programs in co-operation with other Army agencies.
Kenney, originally from Helena, now lives in Missoula with his wife, the 
former Janet Boyer, also a UM graduate. He has taught music in both Stevensville 
and Drummond and his brother, Frank, is the band director at Missoula Sentinel 11.S
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